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Well, | found a spot on Lake Ontario to watch the transit from. It was a toss up between helping out with the Centre ar
showing the transit to dozens, or hundred, of people and wanting to enjoy it with my family and a couple of very close
friends. |l 6ve done public outreach since the early
treds observatory because 40 scouts showed up unexpe
parking lot carefully, and when they showed up, mine was the only scope that could still see the comet above the trees
Needless to say, | put aside my carefully planned observing activities and showed them the comet. This time, howeve
decided | was going to be a bit selfish.

| used Google Earth to find a site. Down in the St Catharine's area, the shore of Lake Ontario runs almost exactly Eas
West . Since the Sun would set 30 degrees north of w
just east of St. Catharine's, there was a spit of land just north of a beach that haddunbbatrea. Google Street View
showed that there was also a large, flat parking area there with no trees to get in the way. This is actually thel spit of Ic
that pokes out into Lake Ontario, where the Welland Canal meets the lake. Perfect.

As | got up to go to work (4:30am...ugh) on the day of the transit, | noticed the Moon shining in to the bathroom win-
dow. |took this as a good omen, but the forecasters were still called for mixed Sun and cloud at best. A couple of
friends called me up and asked i f | was stil!/l going

When my wife, son and | arrived, conditions could not be more perfect. There were a few guys from the Niagara Cent
already set up. We set up beside them but they were
for their use, but there were two | arge concrete blo
my ETX (for sal e) . -modifigd EQDmonCwent besidehhat, antel theh&an into problems. De-
spite having charged my power supply for 24 hours, there was not enough voltage in the unit to drive the telescopes. |
got that sorted out just before 6pm, attached a camera to the back of the RC, found the Sun and then raced around to
back of the ETX and set it up. I was wusing my Canon
wasndt even close to being polar aligned, so the Sun
group that no longer wanted to talk to me that seemed to indicate that 1st contact had occurred right on schedule
(someone had anUHilter). It was quite a few minutes before | could see Venus on the washed out screen on the back «
t he camera, and by then everybody had had a chance t
so the entire Sun could be seen. Over the next almost three hours, all sorts of people dropped by. People walking the
dogs, putting their boats in the water, just going for a pleasant walk...even a couple of St Catharine's finest had a look.
The Pizza (from Petebs Pizza) was pretty good, too!
School , and between rain shower s, took a few cl asses
from the States, which arrived on Monday morning, with the transit starting on Wednesday morning). My son skyped
with some friends, pointing the camera on his phone through the eyepiece of the ETX so they could see it live.

All'in all, a very memorable time. | hope that a couple of people will contribute their stories and images, too.
Due to circumstances beyond anyone's control Astr oCA
have to sell my EXT privately. The Banquet, however

hoping that few people buy them as it gives me a much better chance of winning one of the great door prizes!

So whatoés inside this month? We have | ots of Transi
the Lunar eclipse on June 4th.

Until next month,

Roger Hill
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Presidents Message Andy Blanchard

| thought for my last Presidents report until this fall, it might be a good idea to reflect on the last several months. The
year started with a feeling of disappointment and sadness in the idea that our club was reaching its end. Our memberst
had dwindled down to 43 and the indication was this trend would continue. Gary Bennett, Gary Colwell and | enter-
tained serious discussions as to our continued involvement.

A President is only as strong as his or her team. We held a meeting on the fate of the Hamilton Centre and everyone
agreed change was necessary. | agreed to take on the role of your President if | had the support of the board. Wow wa:
unaware of what a dedicated and hardworking team that we put together. Not only did we turn the membership trend
around, but we created a sense of family and fun within the club. Politics was our enemy and Astronomy and fun becan
our goal.

Our membership is now over 71 and will soon be over 100. We have a new strategic relationship with Hamilton Scout-
ing, and Westfield Pioneer Village. Public nights see our parking lot overflowing with people and fun. Armchair Astron-

omy and Photography all get great attendance. Are we having fun, well from my vantage point we seem to be having a
great time.

From the feedback | have been getting we had great meetings and speakers all year long, Dave McCarter and Wayne
Parker to name a few. Every meeting night our attendance only got stronger. Our goal was to finish the year off with a
bang so we created AstroCASM and a yearend banquet.

Our swap meet was so close to becoming a reality. It had to be cancelled due to an act of sabotage. Holiday Inn experi
enced an explosion in their electrical room that took out a support wall and forced the closure of the hotel. The hotel
management was unable to relocate AstroCASM but did find a replacement location for our banquet to the Holiday Inn
Burlington.

There are still tickets left for the dinner and awards banquet. In fact we can accept ticket requests right up to June 5th
three days before. There are | ots of door prizes, anc
in celebrating a great year and to congratulate our award winners too.

What next? Well AstroCASM planning is already underway for next year; we are already lining up great speakers and
perhaps a road trips. There will be one or two surveys going out over the summer, so we can get your feedback too. If
you have an idea or even better a complaint | would like to hear from you, send me an email or call me.

I hope to see you al/l at the banquet, and if you cant¢
unless you have a Sky Window.

Andy Blanchard
905465-2031H
905-847-7777B

iRecognize that the very molecules that make up yowbes body,
that were once the centers of high mass stars that exploded their chemically rich guts into the galaxy, enrichingspdistide ga

with the chemistry of life. So that we are all connected to each other biologically, to the earth chemically and tofttie nesi

verse atomically.

Thatdéds kinda cool! That makes me smile and | actually feel

ltés not that we are better than the universe, wé are part
Neil deGrasse Tyson



http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/12855.Neil_deGrasse_Tyson

Communication Report June 5, 2012

Wow, what a busy year! | have to admit that some of the new projects | worked on over the past year were WAY out o
my comfort zone. Truth be told, | know almost nothing about websitdm@bulletin boards, or email systems. But
nothing blew up so | am thrilled!

Oddly enough, what | am most proud of had I ess -to do
fashioned inkon-paper printing. It is the primary reason we are seeing so many new faces in our ranks. The overflowing
parking | ot at the observatory during our monthlyl AP

you Andy) with the local print media and managed to get announcements about upcoming public events publighed in t
| ocal papers. Backed up with our website thatMetdiatd|p s
the max!

My personal mission for next year is.....
- FUN! And lots of itl. How? | will be a frequent volunteer at Public Outreach events. Some advice to my fel-
|l ow Club Members...If you do nothing else next yelar,
how much fun we have!
- | also have some less than fun objectives. The most important one is to move our Event Calendar onto our

own website (itds on Facebook now). It will be an i
post and update their own calendar entries. | 6m njot
Just a reminder that our June 9 Banquet is our | alst
events going on and | susdowen&iStalrgu &0 | | Waawiel bt st eblktb

nouncements about these events and for you advanced planners, chediihewent calendar regularly.
Have a fabulous summer!

Gary Bennett
Director of Communications

AAt the very moment that humans discovered the scalf@maof th
dwarfed by the true dimensions of even the Milky Way Galaxy, they took steps that ensured that their descendants wbldd be una
to see the stars at all.

For a million years humans had grown up with a personal daily knowledge of the vault of heaven.
In the last few thousand years they began building and emigrating to the cities.

In the last few decades, a major fraction of the human population has abandoned a rustic way of life. As technologyalelveloped
the cities were polluted, the nights became starless. New generations grew to maturity wholly ignorant of the skyahdixiead tr
their ancestors and that had stimulated the modern age of science and technology.

Without even noticing, just as astronomy entered a golden age most people cut themselves off from the sky, a cosrigmisolation
that ended only with the dawn of space exploration. o
Carl SaganContact



http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/10538.Carl_Sagan
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2416056

Solar Eclipse Road Tripd Scott Barrie

When | learned that there was going to be an annular eclipse on Sunday May 20th, it was hard to ignore. There would
a fairly narrow path that arced across part of the western United States and then across the Pacific Ocean to Asia. It d
n't take much convincing to book some time off work and hop a plane.

We landed in Las Vegas, on Wednesday, May 16th, rented a car and headed for Utah, stopping for a couple of days i
Zion Park- an amazing place that is well worth a visit. Then, on Saturday, the day before the eclipse, we made our wa
to Bryce Canyon where their annual astronomy festival was in full swing. However, we weren't thrilled about the view-
ing conditions there or the large crowdsand decided to look for an alternate location. We lucked out when we discov-
ered- appropriately named Kodachrome Basin State Park, a lazy and desolate, but spectacularly beautiful place, a
handful of miles from Bryce.

On eclipse day, when we started to set up prior to first contact, at a littletphmadf within the park, it was just the two

of us. But, by the time the eclipse started, we had been joined by 6 more adults, almost that many kids, and three dog:
As things progressed, a number of other couples joined the festivities and a steady lineup derapopsehting sev-

eral generations, several states, and, indeed, several coun-

tries- at the eyepiece of my Pronto. Consequently, since
was anxious to grab some pictures, | was pretty busy s
ing back and forth between the diagonal and eyepiece, 4
my camera.

As time passed, and the sun and moon got lower in the
it became clear that we would miss fourth contact if we ¢
n't move for higher ground. But, that would have disruptg
things and, somehow, it really didn't seem to matter. A
as the sun and moon disappeared behind a beautiful sa
stone formation it seemed to tie everything together. Bo
line, one of the coolest astronomy/photography events I
ever experienced.
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June 5 Transit of Venus Event an Outstanding Succe$By Gary Bennett

Bert Rhebergen and | were the first to arrive at 3:30 at Saltfleet School in Stoney Creek. We had to wait for 20 mimeisesder
game to finish and then we hurried to unload our gear and started setting up. Between Bert and |, we had 6 mountgsbaredescop
the usual counter weights, eyepieces and big batteries which had to be hauled 75 meters to the middle of the soccer field.

The setting was perfect! The sky was completely clear and it was that deep blue colour that we so rarely see. We Viad togreat
the West with a short tree line off in the distance.

The CHCH TV News crew arrived at 4:30, well before we were finished setting up. | did a brief interview that was usid for the
Afwhatés coming up on the 6: 00 Newso. Prior to that edgthey as
get setup before the crowds arrive. At 6:06 | did a live interview (my 1st ever) that seemed to go on forever. They askad some
prisingly good questions and | was impressed that the reporter (Al Sweeney) was able to correctly say the name ofatiororganiz
and he also did an amazing job at explaining the importance of using proper eye protection when observing the Sun.uRige crew h
around for quite a while and generally enjoyed themselves.

The crowds began arriving at 5:00. It was like watching a pilgrimage march...families with kids of all ages, strolleva ahdita

in tow, teenagers, and many middle aged people took their elderly parents for a special outing. Later on another wia\a-of gues
rived, many who said they had just seen me on TV and decided
to come out for the show. By my estimation we had approx.
visitors.

Nancy and Dana Barton brought some extra helpers to handg .f
the free Solar Shades Glasses and put the donation boxes s

500 Acalling cardso to hand
learning more about our club. Looks like we handed out 20(
so!

Member Shawn Preston declared was declared the contest
ner for shouting out Afirst ' ' poin
hind his computer screen that was downloading live video from hIS DMK camera shootlng through my Coronado PST He got som
great shots with this combo.

Gary Colwell got some great shots through his TAK TOA 130mm

The Solar Shade glasses were a big hit but it did take some effort td
the black spec of Venus against the intense brightness of the Sun.

All told, we had at least a dozen telescopes and each offered a slig
di fferent viewing experience.
view of Venus as well as some pretty spectacular sun spots. Mark H
brought his AHerschel wedgeo w
colour of green. The Coronado PST does a great job showing the s¢
prominences and texture of the
looked through the view was fabulous. The disc of Venus was so psg
fectly round and at times you could even detect a thin brownish outl
which we al/|l agreed was cast b
each telescope was far better than any of the photographs | have e
seen.

Member Bert Rhebergen was ifi leaven while commanding his 3 te
scopes and sharing his fun with our guests.

We could not have asked for a better outcome. Venus should be proud of the spectacle organized in her honour!



More pictures from Saltfleet.




Gary Colwell was at Saltfleet, too. He took these pictures with his Takahashi TAO 130. The first two used a 3x Barlow.

Shawn Preston sent 3 pictures of the transit taken at Saltfleet Sétlbokre taken

with a DMK21AUO4 camera (mono) through a Coronado PST, and artificially colof
with Photoshop.Each image is a stack of the best 1000 of 2000 video frames for e
sequenceAll capturing and processing done by Shawn.
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Scott Barrie, in Milton, used a Nikon D300 and a 1.4x teleconverter through his Televue Pronto and a 1000 Oaks solar filtgr.




Paul Tarvydas sent along his entertaining story from the day:

Working from home (in Etobicoke), my plan was to scope out a few nearby viewing locations after lunch. At noon, | check
Environment Canada radar and the clear sky clock. They all said "go to your cottage in Wasaga, Luke".

I, duly, informed my wife of this vision by telephone. She's known me for a while (30th wedding anniversary this comjng v
and, with a notable sigh, accepted the direction handed down to me by the gods of weather prediction.

| was set up in Wasaga by 4pm. Trusty Televue with a Thousand Oaks optical Type 2+ solar filer. This scope took ma to
in 1998 and showed me the full eclipse there. PERFECT sky. Blue, right down to the horizon (green flash territadyal d¢f, a
my family, have seen the green flash exactly once. In Wasaga. Truly astounding.)

Between 4pm and 5:30pm, | simply paced back and forth. Should I cut the lawn? A task sorely in need of doing.

No. Just keep practicing when to click on the www.transitofvenus.org iPhone app. Yeow that was hard. But | was dretting
of it. At 5:30- 34 minutes before 1st contadtnoticed something weird. Darkness. Clouds were rolling in from the East.
Weather in Wasaga ALWAYS goes WéstEast. Well, maybe not always. Certainly not this afternoon.

| went as far out onto the beach as | could and surveyed the overhead airscape. Not good. Staying put would probably
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miss 1st and 2nd contact. A couple of sudkales, but a gamble. There WAS a major hole, approximately over Creemore (tio the

southwest).

Tossed the scope into the back and took off ssugtstward, around 5:45pm. Man, do people drive slow. Especially in 50kmp
zones.

| finally out-chased the cloud with minutes to spare. Turned onto a dirt road. Jumped out of #nedoazalized that thdaud had
caught up with me and was blocking the sun. Back in the car. Further South. Damn, people drive too slow. Especizadly w
are in front of you. At 6:03pm, one minute to spare, | found a side road and had escaped the clouds. Set up my scope.

Crappy location. Telephone wires overhead. Put my scope just to the right of the wires, in a soggy ditch. It was 6:05pm.

Yep. There it was a tiny nibble at 11 o'clock or was that 1 o'clock (damn telescopesrything is flipped I'm too old todeal
with this). And at least three big sunspots. And a dark round Venus (oops, don't put that name in an email, or yéaggeit zes
spam (think of the rhyming possibilities). So, now I'm watching the ingress of Venus.

| see a miniscule white ring around it's dark edge. Venus' atmosphere. Cool. | decide that | should fire up the iPVatite obs
app and "be ready". | fire it up, then inadvertently hit the screen. It "logs" my observation. It wasn't an obserwaianhifs-
take. | look for the CANCEL button. There isn't one. | shut the app down and restart it. It comes up with my errone@i®pbs
and wants me to confirm it. There's no CANCEL button. Time is passing. There is no PAUSE button. 2nd contact is imm

2nd contact is the important observation that | want to record. That's what the people at transitofvenus.org wantlrbacaded,

reset the iPhone and hope that it comes back to life in time. Yep. Finally, the iPhone app is clear and is waitiny filrsarvas

tion. | see the blackrop effect. It oscillates, wider, thinner. Then, to my eyes, 2nd contact occurs and | click mytarsaria

the app. The app reports that | am within 1 second of the expected time. | feel good about my observation. In thenarmgmte
the Sun is ensconced in clouds.

I just made it. It will be interested to see what becomes of this data. Driving back to my cottage, | stopped to getiled and
my eclipse glasses. No fear of looking like a gbafl. A couple in the next lane asked if | could see anything (they olhyious
knew about this event). | gave them the glasses, so they that could show their nieces and nephews.

Back at the cottagemore clouds. A tiny
sliver of clear sky on the horizon. | man
aged to capture the final moments of su
on my iPhone. The last sunset like this i
this centuryeée

Check out Pails Youtube channel after J
8th for the movie he took: http://
www.youtube.com/user/PaulTarvydas?
ob=0

—

hen t

erv
nent.
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surface.

Colin Haig watched the transit from Milton. He caught a jet using his Canon EOS 5D MKII in HD video mode. The lens was a
100mm4 00 mm with a 2x teleconverter and Mar umi ND100O0OOOO |fil
He included a photo of his setup, and another picture taken with a PowerShot SD630, afocally through a Coronado PSTgnd a 25i
Cemax eyepiece.
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To all those who offered up their time to do Public-@aéch,

take a bow. The event at Saltfleet High School drew almost
1,000 people, and still people managed to take some incredible
images.

Others, like myself, entertained family and friends, and even
the local constabulary!

Alison, my daughter in Australia took four different classes
outside, using 50 pairs glasses that sheb6éd purchased h
She said:

The looks on some of the kids' faces as | explained what was

happening was the best thing ever. So many of them came up to

me and said "thanks so much for doing this for us."

This is how Dave Lane, former President of the RASC, expeq

The yr 11 and 12s appreciated it the most | think. | taught Sl QI CRY IS aRaNelof{=I gV R IRy M N e=Ta ]| o] VAT VISR [ i i
of them twice today, and when they came to class the secg
time, they were like "how far has it moved? Are we gonna go
look at it again?"

| got outside with four different classes. We had a few minutes to have a look through the breaks in the clouds.

er S E€

A couple of science teachers came outside when | swiped their science class and one of the music teachers came p2with the y

I took the front c ov-Ehretigniamd & Baader selar filtér mandg by Kendribki The baekypicture veas
without the filter. The camera used was a Canon T1i.

Roger Hill
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