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How many eclipse chasers are now looking at the Moon a little differently?  I ask this because for some, the Moon is no 

longer a source of light pollution, or (as a previous Orbit editor put it about 30 years ago) “The Enemy”. 

 

For those of us who started our astronomical journeys prior to July 20, 1969, the Moon was place of wonder.  It was an 

astronomical body that showed more detail to the naked eye than any planet showed through a telescope.  It was fairly 

mysterious, in that we had little idea of what the surface really looked like.  when  

 

With Apollo, all that changed.  The instant men walked on it, the Moon changed from being an object to being a place. 

With the advent of John Dobson’s light buckets, amateurs turned away from the 

Moon as an object of study, or interest.  There was a flurry of interest starting in the 

late 1990’s with the advent of computers and webcams, or security cameras and 

frame-grabbers, in producing images with amazing detail.  One of my images of 

Copernicus was a SkyNews Image of the Week.  Another one, also of Copernicus, 

done in collaboration with a fellow in Norway and showing a remarkable 3-D effect 

was an American Lunar Photo winner.  

 

The study, or even enjoyment of looking at the Moon seems to have diminished.  

There are still the occasional brief stirrings, such as when the Werner “X” is visible, 

or when it passes in from of a bright star as it did in March, but on the whole, the 

Moon is often dismissed as being of any interest. 

 

However, in September, I couldn’t look at the Moon in the sky without being catapulted in my mind back to Scott’s 

Bluff in Nebraska, in particular, the view through my 6” RC of a totally eclipsed Sun. 

 

Perhaps I’ll be doing more lunar observing in the next while!   

 

On to other things.   

 

There’s a poll on the Forum for members, asking if you’d like the next Nova course (Winter, 2018) to be on Monday, 

Tuesday, or Wednesday evening.  Another option, and something I’ve been thinking about for a little while, would be to 

do four consecutive Saturday (or Sunday) afternoons.  This way, I’d do  the equivalent of two sessions a week.  On two 

of them, ideally coinciding with 1st and 3rd quarter Moon, respectively, we’d come back in the evening for some observ-

ing.  Perhaps after heading to the Royal Coachman in Waterdown for a bite to eat. 

 

I’ve also been thinking of adding in a section on basic astrophotography.  This would be either tripod based, or piggy-

back on a telescope.  This allows anyone with a camera that has the ability to take long exposures, to take all sorts of 

great images with just the equipment they already have.   

 

One last thing...Join the Board...we need your help! 

 

Thanks, 

 

Roger 

Issue Number 10, October, 2017 
Roger Hill, Editor 
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 Romance, it really is under that closest star By Jeff Booth 
 

Not all total eclipses of the Sun are created equal. Take for example that Aug. 21 phenomena dubbed The Great American 

Eclipse. For millions upon millions, it was an experience of a lifetime.  But for Hamilton Centre’s Mark Smith, it was even 

better than that. 

 

In the unlikely case you missed it, The Great American Eclipse was the one that was visible within a band of totality across 

the entire United States, passing from the Pacific Ocean to the Atlantic coast. The path of totality touched 14 states. 

Sure there was the breathtaking solar corona, the shadow bands, Baily’s beads, the pinhole camera effect, the two diamond 

rings. 

 

But, for Mark – and for someone special – there was more.  A third – and a very special -- diamond ring. 

 

Mark, like many RASC members, witnessed his first eclipse. “We picked Madras because from the magazines and the 

eclipse bulletin publication I had, Madras seemed like it would statistically be the place with the best chance of having clear 

skies.” 

 

The “we” that Mark refers to is he and his girlfriend, Jenn Hillier. “She has always been more than supportive of my astro-

nomical interests and we both love to travel.”  They’ve known each other for about seven years, says Jenn.  The pair had 

decided to make Madras part of their cross-continent road trip. That particular location was also where some of the Oregon 

Solarfest was taking place, over a six-day period. 

 

“We arrived early Sunday afternoon and Madras was a zoo,” recalls Mark. “ We waited in line for over three hours to get 

into the campgrounds.  The military was there to help direct traffic into the Solartown campgrounds.” Fortunately for every-

one, the eclipse wasn’t to occur until the next day. 

 

“On Monday morning, we woke up around 7 a.m. to find people were already setting up … with many scopes and cameras 

to capture the event.  We spent the morning relaxing and taking it all in.   There was a buzz in the air as many thousands of 

people set up and prepared to share in this experience together.  “We just used our solar glasses and looked on.  The crowd 

was getting excited shortly after 9 a.m. as someone from the sea of campers yelled: ‘First contact!’ 

 

“Over the next hour we all watched the Moon creeping across the Sun.  The crescent Sun getting dimmer and dimmer.  The 

temperature dropped considerably as we considered putting on sweaters while we watched the landscape turn an eerie sepia 

tone yellow.” 

 

As the last sliver of a crescent of the Sun was fading, the young couple together witnessed the first of this eclipse’s diamond 

rings of light, caused by the very last of the sunlight being reduced to nil by lunar landscape.  “I felt a wave of emotions and 

goosebumps like I’ve never felt before,” says Mark. “Then someone yelled ‘Second contact!’ and just like that, the Sun 

went black.  “The crowd of thousands went nuts!  People were howling at the Moon! “Venus and Jupiter popped into view.  

“The white corona around the moon was so much more sharp and pronounced than I expected.” 

 

And that’s when the really exciting moment happened, just between Jenn and Mark. 

 

“I got down on one knee and tried to remember all the things I wanted to say to her in that moment.  But as I looked up at 

her, and she looked down at me with a look of total surprise, all I could manage to blurt out was, ‘Jenn I love you so much. 

Will you marry me?" 

 

She said something along the lines of “YES!!!".”  (Jeff’s note: The all-caps and triple exclamations are exactly how Mark, 

in writing, described her answer.)  “We fumbled to put her ring on and briefly distracted everyone around us with our mo-

ment,  then turned to enjoy the remaining moments of totality. 

 

For Jenn, the unscheduled diamond ring was “A total surprise … I did not see that happening.” 

 

A month or so later, in St. John’s Nfld., she reported happily that the ring has not been off, even if it is a bit too large.  

Jenn’s not as heavily into astronomy as Mark is, although she does enjoy the constellations and the stories that go along 

with them. She enjoys the social experience of amateur astronomy, too, and found the eclipse crowd experience to be a re-

markably powerful period of tension, suspense and then celebration. 

 

As for any other eclipse experiences, Jenn, firmly has her mind made up. 
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 Cassini Says Goodbye By Teagan Wall 
 

On September 15th, the Cassini spacecraft will have its final mission. It will dive into the planet 

Saturn, gathering information and sending it back to Earth for as long as possible. As it dives, it 

will burn up in the atmosphere, much like a meteor. Cassini’s original mission was supposed to 

last four years, but it has now been orbiting Saturn for more than 13 years! 

 

The spacecraft has seen and discovered so many things in that time. In 2010, Cassini saw a mas-

sive storm in Saturn’s northern hemisphere. During this storm, scientists learned that Saturn’s atmosphere has water va-

por, which rose to the surface. Cassini also looked at the giant storm at Saturn’s north pole. This storm is shaped like a 

hexagon. NASA used pictures and other data from Cassini to learn how the storm got its six-sided shape.   

 

Cassini also looked at some of Saturn’s moons, such as Titan and Enceladus. Titan is Saturn’s largest moon. Cassini car-

ried a lander to Titan. The lander, called Huygens, parachuted from Cassini down to the surface of the moon. It turns out, 

Titan is quite an exciting place! It has seas, rivers, lakes and rain. This means that in some ways, Titan’s landscape looks 

a bit like Earth. However, its seas and rivers aren’t made of water—they’re made of a chemical called methane. 

 

Cassini also helped us learn that Saturn’s moon Enceladus is covered in ice. Underneath the ice is a giant liquid ocean 

that covers the whole moon. Tall geysers from this ocean spray out of cracks in the ice and into space, like a giant sneeze. 

Cassini flew through one of these geysers. We learned that the ocean is made of very salty water, along with some of the 

chemicals that living things need. 

 

If there is life on Enceladus, NASA 

scientists don’t want life from Earth 

getting mixed in. Tiny living things 

may have hitched a ride on Cassini 

when it left Earth. If these germs are 

still alive, and they land on Encela-

dus, they could grow and spread. 

We want to protect Enceladus, so 

that if we find life, we can be sure it 

didn’t come from Earth. This idea is 

called planetary protection.  

 

Scientists worry that when Cassini 

runs out of fuel, it could crash into 

Titan or Enceladus. So years ago, 

they came up with a plan to prevent 

that from happening. Cassini will 

complete its exploration by diving 

into Saturn—on purpose. The space-

craft will burn up and become part 

of the planet it explored. During its 

final plunge, Cassini will tell us 

more about Saturn’s atmosphere, 

and protect the moons at the same 

time. What an exciting way to say 

goodbye! 

 

To learn more about Saturn, check 

out NASA Space Place: https://

spaceplace.nasa.gov/all-about-saturn  

Caption: This image of the hexagonal storm on Saturn’s north pole was taken by Cassini in 2013. Image credit: NASA/JPL-

Caltech/Space Science Institute  

https://spaceplace.nasa.gov/all-about-saturn
https://spaceplace.nasa.gov/all-about-saturn


5  

 Outreach Visits L3 WESCAM by Ed Mizzi 
 

On the evening of September 26, 2017, three HRASC members, Ronald Shields, Troy McCoy and Ed Mizzi, visited the L3 WES-

CAM facility on the North Service Road in Burlington, ON. 

 

As many of you may know, WESCAM develops and manufactures stabilized imaging systems for fixed and rotary wing aircraft, to 

support military, homeland security, and law enforcement markets. 

 

WESCAM invited HRASC to be a part of one of their monthly talks to their own employees, in an effort to broaden their horizons 

and develop social interaction among the workers, many of whom are engineers and optics experts. One of their employees, Ryan 

Newson is an amateur astronomer and an expert in the field of optics. He gave a one hour talk about astronomy, interjected by com-

ments from Ed Mizzi, primarily about our club. There were at least 50 WESCAM employees at the event and after the slide show 

they were treated to views of the Moon, Saturn, Andromeda and several other objects, in addition to learning about the different 

types of telescopes available to the public. 

 

As well as Ed, Ronald and Troy, Bill Leggitt and Muhammad Basil Ahmad had also volunteered, but WESCAM wanted only 3 visi-

tors. So thanks to all those stepped forward to help. 

 

We invited the WESCAM participants to join us at a monthly meeting and email us if they have any other questions about astronomy 

and related topics. 

 

Ed Mizzi, our Outreach Coordinator, strongly encourages all members to get involved in Outreach. It is very rewarding, easy to do 

and tonnes of fun. 
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A Trip of a Lifetime: Solar Eclipse, Aug. 21, 2017     by Ed Mizzi 

 
My wife, Bari, and I have driven out to the West coast several times over the past few decades. We have also flown out, but driving 

allows one to see just how vast and beautiful Canada is. When we were planning our summer of 2017 trek, I suggested that maybe 

we could fit in the eclipse, either on the way west or on our return trip, and the rest (as they say) is history. 

 

After luggage, we did not have a lot of room left in our small SUV, but I was able to fit my small 80ED, F5.5 scope, my DSLR, two 

other cameras and 3 tripods, along with a few accessories, including, of course, solar filters. So off we went and on the third night 

(after long days of driving), we arrived at Bari’s sister’s place in Calgary, where we stayed for 3 nights. Then on to Banff for a one 

night stay at my wife’s cousin’s home and then 3 nights at a  cottage south of Penticton, in the hot, dry Okanagan Valley, where the 

skies were filled with smoke for most of the time. However, what I did not expect was a visit to The Dominion Radio Astrophysical 

Observatory, which just happened to be a 15 minute drive from the cottage we were staying in. When I went to their website I was 

delighted to discover that they were having an open house on August 12, to celebrate the Pleiades Meteor Shower. I was fortunate to 

hear two great presentations, one on meteor showers and one on asteroids. I met Ken Tapping ( a researcher) after his asteroid talk 

and he agreed to send me his Power Point Presentation for my outreach events. So more than a week before the eclipse I was already 

half way to heaven with this experience. 

 

From the Okanagan we travelled to Abbotsford, B.C. (near Vancouver), where we stayed for several nights with relatives. During 

that time, on August 18, we heard reports that petrol stations south of the border were already running out of gasoline, water was 

scarce and the highways were clogged. But not allowing any of that to deter us, on Aug. 19 we drove 9.5 hours to Redmond, Oregon, 

where we had a room booked in an Air B&B (and all the doomsday rumours were unfounded). The next day we drove north to Ma-

dras (a 30 min. drive) on the centre line of totality, where all we could reserve was a spot for our car ($50) on the eve of the eclipse. 

However, the owners of this big, open field gave me lots of extra room to set up my tripods. We were surrounded by people from all 

over the western United States and you could feel the anticipation and excitement building through the evening. The weather forecast 

was good, but we were all concerned about nearby forest fires and which way the wind would carry the smoke. Of course, sleeping 

in a car is never comfortable, especially at our ages, but it was well worth the sacrifice. (We found out the next day that the popula-

tion of Madras had exploded from its 6 800 permanent residents to well over 150 000 people…wow!)  

 

With the eclipse beginning at approx. 9:25 and totality at 10:21, we had plenty of time to set things up. However, I kept thinking 

back to what Alan Dyer mentioned (more than once) in his eclipse book, when he said not to focus on the photography but instead 

focus on enjoying the moment and savouring the experience. So I did not set my expectations high for imaging and convinced my-

self that capturing this event with a camera was secondary to witnessing it. 

 

So we waited for the start (some call it the “kiss”) of the eclipse and you could hear several people already getting excited. Seconds 

before totality people starting hooting and hollering, and clapping and cheering. The excitement in the air was almost palpable and I 

suddenly realized why people back home had told me NOT to miss an opportunity to see a total eclipse of the Sun. The air tempera-

ture dropped significantly and the sky turned a dark twilight blue. When totality struck we took off our protective glasses and looked 

in awe at what seemed like a hole in the Sun, with a beautiful corona around it. We could also see Venus and Regulus along with a 

few other stars, and at that point I realized that the 6 000 km trip was trivial in comparison to this event and well worthwhile. The 2+ 

minute length of time in totality went by too fast but it was a memory I knew I would have for a lifetime. Bari and I stayed until al-

most noon so we could witness the entire event and the last “kiss” and then began to pack up for the long journey home.  

 

Of course, the journey home was dramatically different than getting to Madras. With everyone leaving at about the same time, the 2-

lane roads leaving the town were now clogged with vehicles and it took us 5 hours to drive the first 40 km. before then things started 

to clear up. This was definitely a good example of the saying “patience is a virtue” and it seemed as if everyone had resigned them-

selves to the long, hot wait times. 

 

We arrived home 4 days later and I could not wait to share my experience with neighbours and friends, many of whom I had given 

sun glasses to before we left Ontario. I finally got up the courage to look at the photos I had taken and ended up with a few half-

decent images, although experiencing the eclipse far outweighed the importance of photographs. I have included a few with this arti-

cle and I hope you enjoy them. 

 

Of course, since getting back to Waterdown, all I can think of is 2024, in hopes that I will be fortunate enough to witness another 

total eclipse of the Sun. 
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 Extreme Astrophysics: Life at the World’s Remotest Telescopes, Part 1  

by Adam Hadhazy of the Kavli Foundation 
From oxygen-thin mountaintops to barren deserts to the South Pole, many of the world’s most powerful telescopes are in distant, 

inhospitable environments. Three researchers share their adventures pursuing science at the farthest corners of the world.  
 
This is the first of three excepts from a newsletter of the Kavli Foundation, and is an edited transcript of a roundtable discussion with 

three researchers who have taken their love for science to the ends of the Earth.  It was too long to fit in one single article, so I’ve cut 

it into three pieces.  The first participant is JOHN RICHER, an astrophysicist at the University of Cambridge. As the U.K. Project 

Scientist for ALMA, the Atacama Large Millimetre Array, Richer made many trips to the remote Atacama Desert in Chile to set the 

stage for the design and construction of the ambitious array, the most expensive ground-based telescope on the planet. 

 

SNOW-BLOWN TUNDRA. BONE-DRY DESERTS. Desolate mountaintops. These are the kind of places you will find scientists 

hard at work unlocking the secrets of the universe. Far from the beaten paths of civilization, astronomers seek the inky blackness of 

pristine skies and air with vanishingly little humidity, where they can clearly observe the faint light of distant stars and other cosmic 

phenomena. Yet the going is tough. On a good day, they might be greeted by subzero temperatures and air so thin it leaves them 

breathless. On bad days, they can be met with gale-force winds or sandstorms. In these extremes, scientists can end up spending 

weeks largely sealed off from the rest of humanity, all for getting a clear look at what lies beyond our planet.  

 

The following is an edited transcript of their roundtable discussion. The participants have been provided the opportunity to amend or 

edit their remarks. 

 

THE KAVLI FOUNDATION:  Did you have any Wizard-of-Oz-type, 

“We’re not in Kansas anymore,” moments, when the “otherness” of these 

new places hit you? 

 

JOHN RICHER: In the early days of the ALMA project, before we’d 

started building on site, we arrived in the little town of San Pedro de Ata-

cama, a couple of hours drive from Calama, the nearest airport in Northern 

Chile. San Pedro is a small town, with a baked-mud main street and very 

simple buildings running up and down it. I realized this was going to be 

the closest thing to a city near the observatory we were going to build. 

 

When we first arrived in San Pedro de Atacama, I remember looking up 

from the village at the mountains. Within this complicated and distant 

landscape of jagged peaks, there was a little flat section. My colleague told 

me that is the plateau where we’re going to build the ALMA telescope. 

Later in the day, we drove there, climbing up to 5,000 meters above sea 

level, and emerged onto this plateau. It was astonishing to be so high up 

and yet be on such a flat, wide terrain, with a few volcanic peaks poking 

out of it. There was an incredible sense of space. 

 

Now, much of that plateau is covered in roads and antennas and buildings 

for the observatory, but it remains a beautiful place. Occasionally you’ll 

catch these hints of flora and fauna just about surviving up there. We’ll see 

a fox or a vicuña, a couple of donkeys, and a few flowers clinging on to 

the little bit of moisture that’s around. But it’s a mostly barren, rocky and 

dusty environment.   

 

We do get some variation. When snow falls in the springtime, there are 

these amazing formations called penitents. They are icy, wind-carved 

blocks that look like praying penitents. 

 

The Atacama Desert is a spectacular place. It never fails to stir your mind 

and body when you get there. 

 

 

 

 

A baked-mud main street in San Pedro de Atacama with Steve Barnes 
(right) and Kevin Hobbs (left), March, 2016.  Photo by Roger Hill 
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TKF: John, what drew you to doing science so far from home, in the 

Atacama Desert?  

 

RICHER: I cut my teeth on as a young graduate student at the James 

Clerk Maxwell Telescope on Mauna Kea, studying star and planet 

formation. That work led to the realization we needed a much bigger 

telescope to resolve the cosmic structures we could just barely detect 

with James Clerk. We started putting together a plan to get the U.K. 

involved in what became the international ALMA project. In the mid-

to-late ’90s, I became its first U.K. project scientist. 

 

I have very specific memories of my first trip to Chile. I was used to 

working at altitude in Hawaii, but I hadn’t experienced that extra thou-

sand meters of altitude you have at ALMA. Going up to the plateau, at 

5,000 meters, I remember thinking, this is an extremely tough place to 

build a telescope—the aridity, the sheer exhaustion of trying to think 

and work up there. I was filled with . . . not fear, but real worry that we 

were biting off more than we could chew. This was clearly going to be 

a massive engineering and human challenge. 

 

TKF: John, you mentioned the effects of working at high altitude earlier. How did you cope with them? 

 

RICHER: In Chile, we tackle altitude sickness by acclimatization, and giving people extra oxygen. By sleeping at the Operations 

Support Facility, the OSF, at 2900 meters, the body adapts somewhat 

to the thin air. And we actively enrich the oxygen in the control room 

up at the 5000-meter ALMA site. If people need to work outside of the 

building there, we give them oxygen tanks so they can take a deep 

breath, clear their heads and feel a bit better. 

 

The important thing to know is that altitude sickness can strike all sorts 

of people without warning. I’ve been up at ALMA with young fit peo-

ple who feel terrible, meanwhile, you’ve got 60-year-old, unfit profes-

sors running around like they’re perfectly happy. Altitude sickness 

does not respect youthful fitness! 

 

TKF: So once you’re adjusted, what’s it like working and living in 

these extreme locations?  

 

RICHER: To try to break the monotony, I would go for an afternoon 

run from our digs at the ALMA OSF, which as I mentioned was further 

down the mountain at about 2,900 meters of altitude. That was tough. I 

love running, but at that altitude with very, very dry air, we coughed, breathed hard and didn’t go very fast. Still, it was a blast and 

gave us a break from our work. 

 

After several days of work at ALMA, I think getting off-site for a break was important. In the evening, we’d sometimes drive down 

to San Pedro de Atacama and have a meal there. That got you out of the somewhat claustrophobic environment of the OSF, where all 

these people were working very intensively on one particular project with little else to do; dinner in San Pedro was a chance to relax 

and stop thinking about the work to be done. Of course, at home, many of us will enjoy a glass of wine or beer with dinner. But 

drinking at altitude is a really bad idea. It makes me feel shockingly bad. 

 

 

 

Atacama desert, outside of San Pedro de Atacama, March, 2008.  Photo by 
Roger Hill 

Among the radio telescopes at ALMA, March, 2016.  Photo by Roger Hill 
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TKF: So once you’re adjusted, what’s it like working and living in these extreme locations?  

 

RICHER: To try to break the monotony, I would go for an afternoon run from our digs at the ALMA OSF, which as I mentioned 

was further down the mountain at about 2,900 meters of altitude. That was tough. I love running, but at that altitude with very, very 

dry air, we coughed, breathed hard and didn’t go very fast. Still, it was a blast and gave us a break from our work.  

 

After several days of work at ALMA, I think getting off-site for a break was important. In the evening, we’d sometimes drive down 

to San Pedro de Atacama and have a meal there. That got you out of the somewhat claustrophobic environment of the OSF, where all 

these people were working very intensively on one particular project with little else to do; dinner in San Pedro was a chance to relax 

and stop thinking about the work to be done. Of course, at home, many of us will enjoy a glass of wine or beer with dinner. But 

drinking at altitude is a really bad idea. It makes me feel shockingly bad. 

 

TKF: What were your living quarters like? 

 

RICHER: On our first trips to the area, there was nothing yet built at higher altitudes. We would stay in the small hotel Casa de Don 

Tomas, in the desert town of San Pedro de Atacama. I recall being surprised how cold it was at night there. I needed all the blankets 

on the bed to stay warm. On later trips, we stayed in compact, but comfortable living quarters in some simple, prefabricated build-

ings erected at the OSF, just a few miles outside San Pedro. But being that high above sea level in the very dry and low-oxygen air 

did not make for an easy night's sleep. I remember sleeping fitfully, with regular awakenings to sip on water. 

 

TKF: What’s one item you wish you’d packed for your trip, or were very happy that you did? 

RICHER: I always take sunscreen—and chocolate. I don’t know why that is. Your appetite is suppressed at high altitude. You don’t 

really want to eat heavy meals, yet I always had a craving during the long nights for chocolate. That was my crutch. 

 

TKF: Do any of you have plans to go back to the “ends of the Earth” for astrophysics, and if so, anything you would do differently 

this time? 

 

RICHER: Now that ALMA is up and running, it’s operated almost like a telescope in space because astronomers don’t need to go 

there to do observations. The scientists compete for observing time via an international completion, and if they are successful they 

request the observations from their home institutions, and the local staff at ALMA carry out the observations: data are then sent to 

the scientists over the internet. So for regional Project Scientists like me, it’s a case of job done. But it would be nice to spend some 

sabbatical research time in Chile and actually get to do science with the observatory. That’s why we built it, to make discoveries, and 

those are coming in thick and fast now. 

 

TKF: And maybe this time 

pick up a keepsake? 

 

RICHER: Sitting on my 

windowsill, right in front 

of me, is a piece of salt 

carved from a salt flat be-

low the observatory, close 

to where we held a ground-

breaking ceremony for 

ALMA. On that big lump 

of salt is a little plaque 

commemorating the offi-

cial kickoff of the project. I 

look at that bit of salt every 

day and it reminds me of 

how far we’ve come with 

ALMA. 

Looking down on ALMA, March, 2008.  Photo by Roger Hill 
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 September 2017 Monthly Meeting by Ed Mizzi 
On Sept. 7, 2017, the Hamilton Centre met for its regular monthly meeting. Attendance was very good with about 30 people present, 

especially with it being our first meeting since June. 

 

Gary Bennett began the proceedings with a welcome to everyone, especially new members and visitors. He reminded attendees 

about the October meeting and that our annual elections for board members will occur as well as several eclipse presentations. 

 

Gary introduced Bob Prociuk, Board member, whose portfolio includes memberships. Bob discussed the benefits of being a member 

of both the Hamilton Centre and the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada. He displayed a screen slide with the names of the new-

est members, including Peter Drumoulin, Erin Vassair, Lora Collins, Brian Kent, Coleen Stevens and marc Desruisseau. Welcome to 

the club! 

 

Next, Gary introduced our guest speaker, Dr. Bryan Gaensler the Director of the Dunlap Institute for Astronomy and Astrophysics, 

University of Toronto. Dr. Gaensler’s topic was “How the Cosmos will Kill You” and he gave a fascinating one hour talk about eve-

rything from Supernovae to Magnetars and discussed how vulnerable the Earth is to so many dangerous features of the universe. Of 

course, most of these dangers will occur millions of years from now, but the more research humans do, the more we discover other 

potential hazards lurking in the cosmos. 

 

After the break, Gary once again reminded people of next month’s election and encouraged members to get involved.  

 

Then Ed Mizzi discussed outreach and also encouraged members 

to participate in these fun and enjoyable activities with the public. 

As an example, he mentioned the August 21 eclipse outreach 

session that Bob Prociuk spear-headed and that it even made the 

Burlington Post newspaper. 

 

After the meeting several people met at the Royal Coachman to 

continue the discussion over some refreshments. 

 

Next meeting…

October 5, 2017 at 

8:00 PM. Royal 

Canadian Legion 

hall, Waterdown. 
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576 Concession 7 East, Flamborough ON 

N43° 23’ 27”    W79° 55’ 20” 

Our mailing address is: 

RASC Hamilton 

P.O. Box 969 

Waterdown, Ontario 

L0R 2H0 

President                     Gary Bennett  

Vice President             David Surette  

Secretary                     Chris Talpas  

Treasurer                     Bill Leggitt  

Observatory Director  Gary Colwell  

Orbit Editor                 Roger Hill  

Special Projects           Bob Prociuk 

Youth Outreach         Ed Mizzi 

Councillor                    Dino diSabatino 

Jeff Booth sent along this 

picture of Mark Smith 

and Jenn Hillier, the 

happy couple from the 

front cover.  You can 

find their story on Page 

3, if you haven’t already. 

 

Congratulations to Mark  

and Jenn! 

 

 

 

Some people may al-

ready have seen the 

Topic in the Chat section 

of the General Category 

on the Forum, and here’s 

where you find out what 

it is about. 

 

Do you have a similarly 

astronomically themed 

romantic story? 


